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done in basement windows where the     in color. The crown of the plant is a
temperature is below 60 degrees.            rhizome with many-branched, large,

fleshy roots.

INSECTS AND DISEASES:  There are                                           ^

very few pests that bother the radish
plant. The main ones are plant lice,
which can be controlled with a spray
of nicotine sulphate or Black Leaf 40;
flea beetles, which do not bother
enough to warrant spraying them;
and the cabbage root maggot, which
is bothersome in some localities but
for which there is no practical cure
except to keep the plants screened
from the flies. These controls are
necessary only out-of-doors. Pests are
usually bad only on the early varie-
ties. The late varieties have very few
troubles and are usually not sprayed.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS : If
radishes are to be sold, they must be
harvested when they are of a size so
that bunches of 6 to 12 can be made
of a single-sized root. They do not
make a good appearance if they vary
much in size in the bunch,
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See Peppers

Rhubarb

DESCRIPTION: The common garden
rhubarb or PIEPLANT (Rheum rha~
ponticum}9 a native of Southern
Siberia, is a perennial, herbaceous
plant which is grown for its fleshy
petioles, commonly referred to as
stalks. The leaves are very large and
somewhat heart-shaped and the peti-
oles are two to six feet tall, depending
on where the plant is grown. The
leafstalks, used for making sauce and
pies, are harvested early in the sum-
mer, before the seedstalk is sent up.
The flowers are borne in a cluster on
tlie tall stem and are greenish white

TYPES AND VARIETIES: There are a
number of species resembling rhubarb
and differing mainly in the size of the
leafstalks or in the color. Many of
these are edible. Some seem to have
purgative properties. In one form
(Rumex abyssinicus), the leaves are
eaten as spinach and the plants are
called SPINACH-RHUBARB. They all
seem to cross with each other and
when the seed is sown from any plant
the seedlings may resemble any of the
different species. Considerable study
is needed to establish the authenticity
of the species status.

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
Rhubarb is grown on the sandy loam
soils that are well drained and well
supplied with organic matter. They
should be well limed and contain a
good supply of plant nutrients. The
plant is very hardy and can be grown
in most of the temperate regions, In
the hot climates the leafstalks are apt